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the father of his country; but too many remembered
that he had been hostile to the Federalists until al-
most the end of the preliminary canvass and so they
did not think that he ought to be chosen. The suc-
cessful man was John Adams, who had been a robust
Patriot from the beginning and had served honor-
ably and devotedly in every position which he had
held since 1775.

On April I4th Washington's election was notified
to him, and on the i6th he bade farewell to Mount
Vernon, where he had hbped to pass the rest of his
days in peace and home duties and agriculture, and
he rode in what proved to be a triumphal march to
New York. That city was chosen the capital of the
new Nation. Streams of enthusiastic and joyous
citizens met and acclaimed him at every town
through which he passed. At Trenton a party of
thirteen young girls decked out in muslin and
wreaths represented the thirteen States, and per-
haps brought to his mind the contrast between that
day and thirteen years before when he crossed the
Delaware on boats amid floating cakes of ice and the
pelting of sleet and rain. On April 23d he entered
New York City. A week later at noon a military
escort attended him from his lodging to Federal Hall
at the corner of Wall and Nassau Streets, where a
vast crowd awaited him. Washington stood on aton,their
